Pine Tree Guide Dog Users
Fall Membership Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, November 5, 2025	6:30 PM ET

Welcome and Presentation
Sadie opened the meeting at 6:33 PM on Zoom and welcomed guest speaker Caryn Fellows, the Trainee Manager at Guiding Eyes for the Blind. Caryn  shared information about how to understand and connect more deeply with our dogs.

Business Meeting
Following the presentation, Sadie called the business meeting to order at 7:25 PM.
Ginger conducted the roll call. A quorum was established with 15 out of 31 members present. Board members in attendance included Sadie Donnell, President; Pauline Lamontagne, Vice President; Merrill Barter, Treasurer; Ginger Kutsch, Secretary; and Directors Christina Brino, Andrea Giudice, Jim King, and Linda Porelle. 
Seven other PTGDU members were also present.

Acceptance of Meeting Minutes from August 6
Christina moved and Merrill seconded a motion to accept the special meeting minutes from August, 6, 2025. The motion passed unanimously. 
 Sadie moved and Christina seconded a motion to accept the August 6, 2026 board meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report
Merrill provided a brief overview of his report. Ginger moved and Sadie seconded a motion to accept the treasurer's report. The motion passed unanimously.

Elections
Sadie called for the Nominations Committee report. Andrea submitted the following nominations for the 2026 elections.
For Officers:
President: Sadie Donnell (Term ends November 2027)
Vice President: Sue Martin (Term ends November 2027)
Treasurer: Merrill Barter (Term ends November 2027)
Secretary: Ginger Kutsch (Term ends November 2027)
For Directors:
Two-year Director: Christina Brino (Term ends November 2027)
Two-Year Director: Nick Giudice (Term ends November 2027)
One-year Director: Linda Porelle (Term ends November 2026)

Ginger served as the presiding officer and called for other nominations from the floor. None were offered. Elections proceeded as follows:
 President: Linda moved that nominations be closed and that Sadie be elected by acclamation.
Vice President: Ginger moved that nominations be closed and that Sue be elected by acclamation.
Treasurer: Linda moved that nominations be closed and that Merrill be elected by acclamation.
Secretary: Christina moved that nominations be closed and that Ginger be elected by acclamation.
Director: Sadie moved that nominations be closed and that Christina be elected by acclamation.
Director: Andrea moved that nominations be closed and that Nick be elected by acclamation.
Director: Christina moved that nominations be closed and that Linda be elected by acclamation.

Sadie recognized and thanked outgoing board members Pauline and Jim for their service on the board.

Guide Dog Symposium
Sadie appointed Ginger to chair a special committee to investigate the possibility of hosting a  guide dog symposium in 2026. Andrea, Christina, Mike, and Nick volunteered to serve on the committee. Linda offered limited assistance if needed. 

The next board meeting will be held on February 4 at 6:30 PM. 

The meeting adjourned  at 8:10 PM.
