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Advocacy & Legislative 
· Education
We met with Disability Rights Maine and Bill Guindon, Mass Care Coordinator with Maine Emergency  Management Agency to discuss service animal access and procedures regarding emergency shelters. Bill shared that the latest trend since Covid is for people to shelter in place rather than evacuate to an emergency shelter. He also said that power outages are the most common cause for emergencies in Maine. 
•Federal Government Updates
1. The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) Civil Rights Division filed a lawsuit seeking a court order to force Uber to stop discriminating against individuals with disabilities, to modify its policies to comply with the ADA, and to properly train its staff and drivers.
2. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has withdrawn an important guidance document entitled “FEO 2020- 01: Assessing a Person’s Request to Have an Animal as a Reasonable Accommodation Under the Fair Housing Act” issued January 28, 2020.   
· Monthly News Updates
Several topics were shared in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates for August, September, and October including distracted walking with assistive technology, news about the lawsuit against Uber, submitting air travel complaints, using Paratransit in other states, strategies for independent travel in today’s changing environment, understanding your rights in the workplace, reminder about PTGDU's advocacy resources, resource for access laws in other countries, access survey results from Assistance Dogs International, workplace guidelines in case of emergencies, dealing with dog attacks, and Airbnb’s Accessibility Policy.

Fundraising
- The CLYNK to Give account is set up and active in Maine, Connecticut, and New York. Information about our CLYNK account was included in the October and November monthly news updates, and in a Facebook post on both PTGDU accounts. We are currently exploring the possibility of holding an online auction next year. 
   
Membership
Email: membership@PineTreeGideDogUsers.org
Annual Membership Dues: In August, the board voted to lower PTGDU’s annual dues to $10 per person. In October, we invited new people to join PTGDU now to receive three free months of membership. Two new members joined. We’ll be sending out renewal messages to existing members in early December. 
Membership count: We currently have 31 members. 22 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers. One third of our members live out of state including Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, and South Carolina.

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook Updates
Members & Friends: 84 -members https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
-Official Facebook:495 followers www.facebook.com/PTGDU
-The top three performing Facebook posts in the last 90 days were as follows: 
1. August 4. Views: 3,224
Read all about it! The August issue of our monthly news update is now available. Includes a recipe for frozen banana dog treats, advocacy tips, guide dog community updates, and more!  https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/monthly-news-updates/ 
Photo Description: A yellow Lab Guiding Eyes pup wearing a black collar with gray fish is sitting on a large block of stone. Ahead, a border collie is lying on another one of the stones. In the background, a person is playing bagpipes near a path lined with trees and bushes. There are parked vehicles and several buildings in the distance.
Alt text: A yellow Lab guide dog pup being socialized around another dog and a bagpipe player. 

2. September 10. Views: 2,793 
Back to school? Check out our professionally-designed Guide Dogs in Action educational series. Includes  a free lesson plan, worksheet, coloring page, poster, handout, and  supplemental info.  Download from https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/guide-dogs-in-action-educational-series/
a  Photo Description: PTGDU’s new coloring page showing a simple line drawing of a man wearing a cowboy hat being guided by his German shepherd down a country road. A two-story home, trees, and cloudy sky are visible in the background.
Alt text: Coloring page from the Guide Dogs in Action Educational Series 

3. October 8. Views: 1,994
Shepherd shenanigans! Four Seeing Eye dogs, one rogue terrier, and a 10-month old German shepherd Seeing Eye puppy reigning as CEO of chaos. 
Photo Description: Six dogs in a fenced-in area with grass, fallen leaves, and a stone path. In the foreground, a 10-month old German Shepherd puppy is playfully nipping at an off-duty  yellow Lab’s face, while a smaller black dog is near them. In the background, three other Seeing Eye dogs are running towards the scene from a wooded area including an off-duty yellow Lab golden cross, a career-change black poodle, and a retired black Lab. To the right, black outdoor chairs arranged around a fire pit on a stone patio. 

•Outreach
-We were invited to speak at the Boothbay Rotary Club in September. Two members attended the meeting for dinner and gave a presentation about Pine Tree Guide Dog Users.
-We accepted an invitation from the National Federation of the Blind of Maine to present at their 2026 statewide fall conference. 
-Georgia Guide Dog Users reached out to ask if they could use the recording of Lukas Franck’s pedestrian safety presentation at their November conference. We were delighted to share it with the group.
-We included information about our annual fall membership meeting and the emergency vet fund in the ACB of Maine newsletter.

· Website
In August, our membership forms were not accepting payments so we worked with Thrive Media to resolve the issue. They also updated the forms to reflect our new status as an independent nonprofit organization. The annual fee for our domain SSL from Hostgator ($89.88) renewed in October. 
