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Advocacy & Legislative 
· Education
We’ve started working with Disability Rights Maine on emergency preparedness and law enforcement materials related to service animals. 
•Federal Legislation
H.R.4116 - Disability Access to Transportation Act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4116
The Disability Access to Transportation Act (DATA) calls for the development of a pilot program that allows paratransit passengers an additional, quick stop on their way to their final destination. The bill also includes language to prioritize projects that utilize real-time tracking and on-demand scheduling technology. The pilot program will also streamline the accessibility complaint reporting process with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and collect data to identify gaps in paratransit services.
· Monthly News Updates
The following topics were shared in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates:
May – current transportation bills in Maine, public-right-of-way guidelines, and access to religious entities.
June – The Seeing Eye’s new advocacy Facebook page, EMS news article, PTGDU’s Real Service Animal flyer, guide dog attacks and interference, and general service animal guidance.      
July – small claims court, tips for flying during the busy season, owner-trained guide dogs, and federal funding resource for accessible pedestrian signals.

Fundraising
Chair: Christina Brino
-We're in the process of setting up a CLYNK to Give account so we can receive donations through the CLYNK bottle redemption and bag-drop programs in Maine, Connecticut, and New York.
-The yearly report to the trustees of the Mary T. & Curtis D. Lovill Trust Emergency Veterinary Care Fund was submitted via email. We shared that we had no requests for financial assistance during this reporting period and that, after careful consideration and guidance from the Maine Association of Nonprofits, our membership unanimously agreed to broaden application eligibility by removing the requirement that applicants be a current member of PTGDU. Applicants must still be a resident of Maine in accordance with the Trust’s requirement.

Membership
Email: membership@PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
-Membership count equals 29 members. 
- 21 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers.  
- We have members in Maine as well as Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, and most recently, South Carolina.

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Chair: Ginger Kutsch
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook Updates
Members & Friends: 82 -members https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
-Official Facebook: 267 likes, 472 followers www.facebook.com/PTGDU
-The top three performing Facebook posts in the last 90 days were as follows: 
1. July 23, 2025. Views: 5,691.
blindness isn’t just about losing sight; it’s about discovering a world where other senses are more meaningful. For instance, consider a trip to the airport...
HEARING: The sound of luggage rolling across a metal plate for a few seconds indicates the entrance to a nearby escalator.
TOUCH: The feel of an escalator handrail as it starts to level out signals the appropriate time to begin exiting the moving stairway.
SMELL: The distinct smell of sanitizing agents wafting across the airport corridor reveals the nearby location of public restrooms.
Photo Description: Close-up of the head and face of Seeing Eye German shepherd Morty resting his head on his handler’s lap in an airplane seat. His ears are perked up and his handler is wearing jeans and a blue jacket. In the background, the back of an airplane seat is visible, featuring a screen and a sign relating to onboard services.
2.  May 13, 2025. Views: 4244.
  Home sweet home. Contrary to what some may think, blind people do not require the help of their guide dogs to get around in their own homes. Most handlers safely navigate their home environment by simply using their remaining senses to stay oriented.
Photo Description: An off-duty Seeing Eye dog curled up on a gray rectangle bed tucked inside a built-in wall cubby with white trim. The yellow Lab Golden retriever cross is surrounded by three small blue pillows lining the inner gray walls. Hardwood flooring is visible in the foreground.
3. July 1, 2025. Views: 4,345.
The Magic of Discovery. Read about PTGDU member Sue Martin’s inspiring account of an unexpected trip to Michigan with her new Seeing Eye dog Kasey and more in our July Monthly News Update at https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/monthly-news-updates/
Photo Description: Sue and Kasey standing on a high sandy dune at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. In the background, Lake Michigan is visible, stretching out to the horizon under a partly cloudy sky.
Alt text: Woman wearing a blue sweatshirt while standing with her Seeing Eye dog on the sandy dunes of Michigan’s national lakeshore.
 •Outreach
-Our educational Facebook posts focused on reducing misconceptions about blindness continue to perform well, with several blindness organizations and guide dog related pages sharing our posts with their fans.  In May we shared that blind people do not use their guide dogs to get around in their own homes. In July, we shared a post that provided examples of the way that handlers can use other senses to enhance mobility.  
-Disability Rights Maine notified us that they have added our healthcare providers tip sheet to their list of resources.
-In July, two PTGDU members conducted a presentation about guide dogs at an assisted living facility in Damariscotta. Approximately 35 people attended the event.
-One of DBVI’s Orientation & Mobility instructors shared that a woman in Maine who had applied for her first guide dog was looking for a handler to speak with about it. We provided her with contact info.
