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2025 Spring Membership Meeting Minutes

Presentation 
President Sadie welcomed everyone to our spring membership meeting at 6:32 PM via Zoom on May 7, 2025. Linda P. introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Erin Matern from Guide Dogs for the Blind. Dr. Matern discussed caring for our dogs in their senior years, including tips for end-of-life care and euthanasia. A recording of the presentation will be posted in the Educational Corner section of our website.

Business Meeting
Sadie called the business meeting to order at 7:16 PM. Ginger conducted the roll call and confirmed a quorum of 11 members.

Attendance
-Board members present included Sadie Donnell, President; Pauline Lamontagne, Vice President; Merrill Barter, Treasurer; Ginger Kutsch, Secretary; and Directors Jim King and Linda Porelle. Directors Christina Brino and Andrea Giudice were excused.
-Other Members Present included Jim Kutsch, Jim Martin, Sue Martin, Linda Richards, and Gil Whitmore.

Approval of Minutes 
Sadie moved and Merrill seconded a board motion to approve the February 5, 2025 board meeting minutes as distributed. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report 
Merrill reported on our financial activities for 2025.  Jim Kutsch moved and Pauline seconded a motion to accept the treasurer’s report. The motion passed unanimously. Merrill shared that the Bangor Savings Bank records needed to be updated regarding who has PTGDU banking authority. Linda P. moved and Ginger seconded a motion to authorize President Sadie Donnell and Treasurer Merrill Barter as the only members who may conduct banking transactions on behalf of PTGDU. The motion passed unanimously.

Approval of proposed constitution & bylaw amendments
The Constitution & Bylaw Committee moved to accept the proposed amendments to PTGDU’s constitution and bylaws sent to the membership on Sunday, March 16, 2025. After a brief discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

PTGDU’s Affiliation with Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI)
GDUI's recent position statement demanding the immediate discontinuation of rideshare self-identification programs led to a broad discussion about the pros and cons of remaining affiliated with the organization. After a lengthy discussion in which numerous aspects were considered, Ginger moved and Merrill seconded a motion to dissolve PTGDU’s affiliation with GDUI. A roll call vote was conducted and the motion passed with 8 in favor, 1 against, and 2 abstentions. Sadie appointed Jim Kutsch to chair an ad hock committee to draft the necessary changes to the PTGDU constitution and bylaws for approval at a subsequent membership meeting. Sue volunteered to assist.

Announcements
-The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025 at 6:30 PM via Zoom.
-Sue introduced her new Seeing Eye dog, a 20-month-old female German shepherd named Kasey.

Adjournment
Ginger moved and Sadie seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. The meeting closed at 8:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Ginger Kutsch
Secretary, Pine Tree Guide Dog Users
