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Advocacy & Legislative 
-We teamed up with the Moving Maine Network to submit a letter of support for LD 1451: An Act to Strengthen Coordination of Community Transportation at the public hearing held by the Transportation Committee in April.
-The following topics were shared in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates:
1. February: Preparing a safe home environment for guide dogs; Real ID update; international travel tips; Uber’s new self-ID feature.   
1. March: Tip sheet for pet owners in apartments; Uber & Lyft updates; dog licensing and vaccinations; Hadley podcast on air travel.   
1. April: YouTube video of access denials; NFB article about Uber’s new self-ID feature; GuideDogAtWork.org campaign against loose & uncontrolled dogs; and a resource for air travel with guide dogs. 

Membership
Email: membership@PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
-Membership count equals 28 members. 
- 20 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers.  
- We have members in Maine as well as Alabama, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Jersey.

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook
A. Members & Friends Facebook: 82 members 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
B. Official Facebook: 260 likes, 461 followers 
www.facebook.com/PTGDU
The top three performing Facebook posts in the last 90 days were as follows: 
1. April 22, 2025. Views: 9,898 
No Backseat Drivers Please! Giving commands or otherwise attempting to control a guide dog’s actions can be distracting to the dog and demeaning to the handler. Only the handler should interact with the dog when it is wearing its harness. If asked to provide directional guidance, communicate with the handler, not the dog. For instance, if the guide dog team is following, never call the dog or try to get it to come along by making noises or clapping hands. Also, do not attempt to direct the team through physical contact, such as by pulling on the handler’s arm or the dog’s equipment. No matter how well-intended, interfering with a guide dog team can inadvertently cause harm and frustration. Excerpt from What Friends & Family Need to Know About Guide Dog Teams https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/what-friends-family-need-to-know-about-guide-dog-teams/ 
Photo Description: A man wearing a navy fleece jacket and jeans is being safely guided down a set of steps by his yellow Lab guide dog. A building with large windows and a beige stone exterior is visible in the background. 
2. April 29 Views: 6,130
No Leaving the Guide Dog Behind Please! Asking handlers to leave their guide dogs behind indicates a lack of understanding of the dog’s importance. Working with a guide dog offers the handler greater mobility, confidence, and most importantly, independence. It allows handlers to have control over where they go and how they get there, without being dependent on the availability or good will of others to do so. Many handlers consider their dogs to be an integral part of their autonomy. It can feel like a betrayal of sorts when handlers are given no choice but to leave their guide dogs behind if they wish to be included. Concerns about space constraints or other aspects of the guide dog’s presence are best evaluated with the handler’s input. Excerpt from What Friends & Family Need to Know About Guide Dog Teams https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/what-friends-family-need-to-know-about-guide-dog-teams/ 
Photo Description: A man walking on a sandy beach with his Leader dog. He’s wearing a white T-shirt, gray shorts, and a black cap, carrying a backpack. In the background, a lighthouse is visible across the water under a clear blue sky.
3. March 25. Views: 5,143
“At the heart of every successful guide dog team lies the everlasting love and perseverance of an extraordinary puppy raiser.”
 Photo Description: A Puppy raiser wearing glasses and a blue and white plaid button-up shirt holding a 10-week-old black Lab guide dog puppy securely in her arms. The puppy appears to be relaxed and is facing the camera with its legs hanging down. The background features a light-colored building with a window and some greenery.  
•Outreach
-We completed an educational tip sheet called What Friends & Family Need to Know About Guide Dog Teams. The sheet features the top four concerns expressed by almost 100 Facebook members who responded to our poll. It has been posted on our website in the Educational Corner and an announcement went out about it on Facebook and in our April monthly news update. A brief description & a link to it was also included in the Access Information News for Monday, April 28, 2025. 
-We received a speaker request sent to info@PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org from a board member of the Boothbay Rotary Club. We confirmed two speakers for the group in September.
-A secretary from DBVI reached out to request that we speak with a potential client about the process of applying for a guide dog. After an extensive conversation, we provided him with resources for further investigation.

